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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL LETTER TO BAHRAINI AMIR 

REF: STATE 205970 

1 . DUE TO CONSTRAINTS ON OFFICIAL BUSINESS IMPOSED BY RAMADAN, 

I DELIVERED PRESIDENT CARTER S LETTER TO AMIR ON LATE EVENING 
AUGUST 19. AMIR ASKED THAT I CONVEY HIS DEEP APPRECIATION 

FOR PRESIDENT’S "GRACIOUS" EFFORT TO KEEP AMIR IN PICTURE. 

HE AND OTHER ARABS RECOGNIZE COURAGEOUS NATURE OF PRESIDENT'S 
ACTION IN PUTTING HIS DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL REPUTATION 
ON LINE. (IN ASIDE AMIR SAID THAT HE RECOGNIZED MAJOR OBSTACLE 
IN PRESIDENT S EFFORTS WAS NEGATIVE CONGRESSIONAL PRESSURES 
ON MIDDLE EAST PROBLEM.) 

2. AOIR SAID THAT MOST HOPEFUL ASPECT OF PRESENT MOVEMENT WAS 
THAT SAUDI ARABIA HAD FINALLY EXPRESSED PUBLIC SUPPORT. THIS 
MAKES IT POSSIBLE FOR SMALLER COUNTRIES LIKE BAHRAIN WHICH HAVE 
SUPPORTED PRESIDENTS CARTER AND SADAT'S ACTIVITIES ALL ALONG 

TO EXPRESS THIS SUPPORT PUBLICLY WHEN ASKED. THIS SAUDI SUPPORT 
CAME LATE AND WAS NEEDED ALL ALONG. 

3. THE AMIR THEN SAID THAT IT WAS TIME FOR SOME COUNTRCES TO 
APPLY PRESSURE WHERE THEY COULD. EXPECTING THE USUAL ARAB LINE 
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CONCERNING USG PRESSURE ON ISRAEL, I WAS SURPRISED WHEN HE SAID 
THAT AS SAUDI SUPPORTS SYRIA IN MANY WAYS SAUDI SHOULD BE 
ABLE TO BRING SYRIA ALONG IF ANY PROGRESS IS MADE AT CAMP DAVID. 

HE BELIEVED THAT SYRIAN SUPPORT WAS VITAL FOR EGYPT. HE SAID 
QAHDAFI WAS CRAZY AND "WE ARABS" HOPE HE WILL BE GONE SOON 
BUT SYRIA WAS VERY DIFFERENT. SYRIA MUST BE BROUGHT INTO 
NEGOTIATIONS SOON FOR ANY REAL SETTLEMENT. HE ASSUMED THAT JORDAN 
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WOULD SOON BE A PART OF NEGOTIATIONS. 

4. IN CLOSING REQUEST THAT I CONVEY HIS HIGHEST HOPES TO PRESIDENT 
CARTER THE AMIR MENTIONED POSSIBILITY OF FAILURE FOR THE FIRST 
TIME. HE SAID FAILURE AT CAMP DAVID WOULD BE VERY SERIOUS. 
EVERYONE MENTIONS WAR POTENTIAL SHOULD CAMP DAVID FAIL AND THIS 
IS TRUE CONCERN BUT "WE ARABS" CANNOT FIGHT A WAR NOW. SYRIA 
HAS NO MILITARY POWER BECAUSE OF LEBANON AND EGYPT HAS NOT RE- 
BUILT YET. 

5. COMMENT: THE AMIR'S ATTITUDE THROUGHOUT WAS OPTIMISTIC. HE 
WAS LAUDATORY IN THE SAME TERMS TOWARD PRESIDENT CARTER AND 
PRESIDENT SADAT. HE NEVER MENTIONED PM BEGIN, ISRAEL, THE 
PALESTINIANS NOR USG PRESSURE ON ISRAEL. HIS MENTION OF 
POSSIBLE FAILURE CAME ALMOST AS AN AFTERTHOUGHT. 
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